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Crossroads Collegiate
Planning Pays Off: Two Students
Earn Full Four Year Scholarships
Sachse High School senior
Justin Herman and Rockwall-Health senior Jeffrey
Irokwe will be attending
college in the fall of 2013
on full four year scholarships.
Justin Herman, a starting
defensive tackle for Sachse
High School, was named
District 11-5A honorable
mentioned for the 2012
season. Jeffery Irokwe, a
running back for Rockwall
-Heath High School,
played three years for
Heath, but decided to sit
out his senior year. Although both students aspired to play collegiate
football, neither student
received offers.

Crossroads Academics, developed recruitment packages for Justin and Jeffrey
and sent them to several
schools in Oklahoma and
Texas. Within days, Texas
College, located in Tyler,
Texas, contacted Crossroads
staff and expressed interest
in Justin. In addition, East
Texas Baptist University,
located in Marshall, Texas,
expressed interest in Jeffrey.
Crossroads staff traveled
with both students to complete campus tours and to
meet with coaches. As a
result of the visit and recruitment package, both
students were offered full
football scholarship in the
fall of 2013.
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Special points of
interest:

Crossroads SAT / ACT
Workshops Increase Students
Scores
Crossroads offered several 6-week SAT / ACT preparatory courses in the fall and spring of
2012-2013. These college admission tests help colleges provide students the opportunity to show schools what they know and how well they can apply that knowledge in
reading, writing and math. Most students take the test in their junior and senior year
of high school.

• Summer Programs with
the City of Rowlett
(page 2)
• Fall 2013 Classes (page 3)
• Where are the 2013
Graduates heading
(page 3)
• Salute to Tutors (page 4)

This year Crossroads enrolled 25 students. Students take a pre-test, obtain 5 weeks of
instruction, and then take a post test. The average SAT / ACT scores for students that
participated increased 50% on the ACT and 33% on the SAT. (story cont’d page 2)
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Academic Rock STAARs (State of Texas
Assessment of Academic Readiness)
Many students took the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
(STAAR™) this year. This year Crossroads provided a structured curriculum
to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students. Using the TEKs and instructional material,
Crossroads was able to create several successes this year. Of the 4 students
tutored this year,

Student practice for
STAAR exam

Now we’re here

•

One 3rd grade student received superior academic accomplishment, and

•

One 4th grade student received satisfactory accomplishment.

Crossroads was contacted in April to provide tutorial services to 2 students
that did not pass. After Crossroads provided academic support, both students passed the STAAR exam in all subjects and will be
promoted to the next grade level.

Crossroads SAT / ACT Workshops
Increase Students Scores (cont’d)
In April 2013, Crossroads
offered a SAT / ACT short
crash courses to help seniors prepare for the
last SAT class of
the year.

Started from the bottom

Crossroads Summer Programs with the
city of Rowlett
In the summer of 2013
Crossroads Academics partnered with the city of Rowlett to offer several fun academic course.
The Art from the
Heart class, taught
by Joan Radicchi,
allowed students to
explore art medi-

ums and projects from
painting to mosaics. A total
of two sessions were offered
with a total 8 youth.

Science Sleuth, taught by
Ryan Moeck, allowed 6 students to explore
“investigative” themed science activities and learn how
to appreciate the world of o
science.

Crossroads Academics | www.crossroadsacademics.com | 350 Oaks Trail Suite 209 Garland, Texas 75043

Volume 1, Issue 1

Page 3

Where are Crossroads Academics students
heading this Fall 2013
In the fall students that Crossroads Academics worked with will be heading off
to college. We wish the following students success in their future endeavors.
Brooke Gordon, University of Texas–Arlington
Steven Harris, Louisiana Tech
Justin Herman, Texas College
Jeffrey Irokwe, East Texas Baptist University
Crystal Saucedo, University of Houston
Orlando Williams, University of Texas–San Antonio
Rebecca Zapata, University of Texas–Arlington
Reminder Dates

Andrew Carter, Collin College

Upcoming Fall 2013
Classes/Workshops

2012-2013
Academic Scholars

SAT / ACT Prep Course
August 24—September 28 City of Rowlett*

Tutoring provided during the 2012-2013
school year yielded the following results:

SAT / ACT Prep Course
August 24—September 28, Mount Hebron
Missionary Baptist Church, Garland, TX

Kent Myers— 11th Grade Physics (A),
Algebra II (B)

8/26

School’s Back In Session

9/2

Send off for scholarships

9/21

ACT Test
(Deadline 8/23)

10/5

SAT Test
(Deadline 9/6)

11/30

College Application
Deadline

Vail Carter—3rd Grade Math (A)

SAT / ACT Prep Course
October 19 —November 23, City of Rowlett

Philip Michael—7th Grade Math (C)

1/14

Complete FASFA

For other upcoming courses go to
www.crossroadsacademics.com

Taylor Jones — 4th Grade Math (B),
Science (B)

2/1

Decision on College

Parents Corner: What happens if my child fails the 5th
or 8th grade STAAR Exam?
5th and 8th grade students have three(3) opportunities to pass the STAAR reading and math test. If a student does not pass
one or both test, the school must give the student additional instruction after each testing opportunity and the student
must participate in that instruction. Parents will be notified if their child does not pass a STAAR test that is required for
promotion. If a student has not passed after the second testing opportunity, a grade placement committee (GPC) is formed.
The GPC, which consists of the principal, teacher, and parent or guardian, will create an instructional plan based on the
individual needs of the student. If a student is unsuccessful after the third attempt, the student will likely be retained.
What can I do as a parent starting this fall? 1) Review your child’s returned homework assignments to spot potential academic problems, 2) Review your child’s mid-six weeks progress report to determine if tutoring is needed, 3) If your child
fails a class during the school year, please seek additional tutoring at school or from an outside company. Your child's
promotion depends on it. - Texas Education Agency—Curriculum Assessment Division (http://www.tea.state.tx.us)
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Curry Jones

Esbeida Jaimes

Mariana Flores

Joan Radicchi

Pilot Project: Rising 6th and 8th
Grade Summer Math Program
Crossroads launched a 6th and 8th Grade Summer Math Program. This program, which
started on June 21 and ends August 17, 2013,
provides upcoming 8th students the opportunity
to get ahead. Four (4) 8th graders signed up for
the summer pilot program. The objectives of the
program are to: 1) to build/enhance math skills from the 5th and 7th
grade, and 2) to provide students with a structured summer math curriculum (based on the TEKs) to gain confidence and success. The program provides students with:

•

4 hours of classroom instruction weekly (STAAR based problems)

•

Weekly online practice of skills to ensure 80% masterly or higher is
reached.

•

Chapter test and Practice STAAR diagnostic test given weekly.

At the conclusion of the summer program, these students will be provided
support throughout the academic year and will be tracked to ensure they
are successful on the 2013-2014 STAAR exam.

“We strive for academic excellence.”

Where are
former students?

Thank You Tutors
The success of any great organization is its people. Without people dedicated to excellence in their craft, you have
no business, and surely no success.
I would like to personally thank both new and seasoned
tutors who have worked with Crossroads over the last
three years.
Ms. Mariana Flores, a student attending the University of
Texas-Arlington, has worked with Crossroads for the past
two years. She continues to be a valuable asset to students by helping them with course like Algebra and PreCalculus.
Other tutors that worked with Crossroads this summer
and we hope will continue this fall include:

We wish the following students success as you return to
school in the fall.

•

Darian Butler (Sophomore) - University of North
Texas

•

Stephon Sanders (Junior) -SMU

•

Jessica Okpala (Sophomore) - Stephen F. Austin State
University

•

Michael Okpala (Senior) - Wiley College

•

Anita Williams (Sophomore) - University of Incarnate
Word

•

Nigel Dorsey (Sophomore) - University of North Texas

•

Joan Radicchi—English/Reading Specialist, Seton
Hall University [STAAR English this Summer]

•

Jarvis McLeod (Sophomore) - University of North
Texas

•

Esbeida Jaimes—Math, University of Texas-Arlington
[Math and Mt. Hebron Summer Camp]

•

Brandi Woods (Sophomore), Grambling State University

•

LaToya Hawkins-Math, Texas A&M UniversityCommerce [Math and Mt. Hebron Summer Camp]
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