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Rowlett High Softball Standout
Commits to the University of the Ozarks
Rowlett High School senior Carlee Shelton will be a Ozarks Eagle softball player in the fall of 2014 on an athletic scholarship. Crossroads
worked with Carlee in the fall and spring to help increase her composite ACT score. Carlee’s efforts produced an ACT score of 25 which will
allow the University of the Ozarks to recognize her academic and athletic accomplishments. Crossroads worked with the Shelton family to
send athletic information to regional colleges in Texas and Oklahoma,
but the U of O is where Carlee will pursue her degree in nursing.

Tristyn’s high ACT score and high
academics equals UT,LSU and Hampton
University admission and scholarship
Tristyn English-Beckwith will be a Longhorn in the fall of 2014. Tristyn,
a dual-credit student at Lassiter Jr. Early College High School, will
graduate with a high school diploma and an associate’s degree in June
2014. Tristyn, who has a high school GPA of 3.5 and college GPA of 4.0,
needed to increase her ACT score to be competitive for college admission and scholarships. Crossroads worked with Tristyn in the fall to
help increase her composite ACT score. Tristyn’s hard work produced
an ACT score of 28, representing a 25% score increase. In addition to
UT, Tristyn has been accepted to LSU and to Hampton University with
an academic scholarship totaling $80,000. Tristyn, the next “Olivia
Pope”, plans to major in political communications and attend law
school where she plans to become a lobbyist.

Sachse Quarterback Kent Myers commits
to play football for the Utah State Aggies
Sachse High quarterback Kent Myers has decided to exchange the Texas heat for
a cooler climate and has committed to play football for the Utah State University Aggies in
Logan, Utah. Myers, both an athletic and academic standout, completed all the necessary
college prep requirements in the spring of his junior year which allowed him to have a
stress free senior year. Myers will play behind Chuckie Keeton who
is on the 2014 Heisman Trophy watch list. Crossroads Academics
worked with Myers over the past two years providing tutorial services in algebra 2, pre-calculus, physics and SAT/ACT prep to ensure his continued success. As a future Aggie, Myers plans to pursue a degree in marketing and aspires to become a marketing manager for a medical device company.
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Crossroads received 2013 Best of Garland
Business Award for Educational Consulting
On December 4, 2013, the Garland Award Program selected Crossroads Academics for the
2013 Best of Garland Award in the Educational Consultant category. The Garland Award
Program is a program which honors the achievements and accomplishments of local businesses throughout the Garland area. Recognition is given to those companies that have
shown the ability to use their best practices and have implemented programs to generate
competitive advantages and long-term value.

Plaque honoring
Crossroads 2013
Accomplishments

Crossroads Academics was selected for the award because of the exceptional marketing
success, positive image, and exceptional customer service provided to Garland area residents and surrounding communities. Companies recognized by the award program, in this
category, help make the Garland area a great place to live, work and play.

Bryan Hudson commits to play for the
Southern Nazarene Crimson Storm

Now we’re here

Sachse High School linebacker Bryan Hudson will be moving across the Red
River to play football for the Southern Nazarene University Crimson Storm
of Bethany, Oklahoma. Hudson, both an athletic and academic standout, completed all the
necessary college prep requirements in the spring of his junior
year. Crossroads Academics worked with Hudson over the past
year providing tutorial services in algebra 2, and SAT/ACT prep
to ensure his continued success. As a future member of the
Storm, Hudson plans to pursue a degree in science and a career
in radiology.

Where are other Crossroad Academic SAT
Prep students headed?
Several other student-athletes across the Dallas-Forth Worth area will be pursuing their
dream of playing sports while earning their college degree. Standout girls basketball star
Tori Jacobs, of Irving MacArthur High School, will be playing for the University of Minnesota, while pursing her degree in engineering. Three Sachse High School students and one
Sunnyvale High School student will be pursing their college dreams at area regional
schools.

Started from the bottom
Name

High School

School

Tyrique Edwards (f)

Sachse

University of Central Arkansas

DeMetrius Gray (f)

Sunnyvale

Hardin Simmons University
Arkansas Baptist College

Marcus Hubbard (f)

Sachse

University of Louisiana-Monroe

Tori Jacobs (b)

Irving MacArthur

University of Minnesota

Hunter Swain (f)

Sachse

University of Louisiana-Monroe

Crossroads Academics | www.crossroadsacademics.com | 350 Oaks Trail Suite 209 Garland, Texas 75043

Volume 1, Issue 2

Page 3

Senior To-Do List
In January, students should start completing all of the necessary steps to become eligible for college
admission and financial aid. Below is a list of deadline dates students should be aware of.
Financial Aid: The official deadline date for submitting a federal student application for financial
aid (FAFSA) is June 30, 2014. The FAFSA is required to determine the amount and type of funds
students are eligible for, including work-study. Because the free money goes first and fast, the
FAFSA should be completed no later than March 31, 2014. For more information go to
www.fafsa.gov.
Scholarship Resources: Several scholarship websites are available for students to search for free
money to attend college. These scholarship websites include:

•

General Scholarships: Scholarships.com (www.scholarships.com), Fastweb.com
(www.fastweb.com),

•

Minority Scholarships: Black Student Scholarship (blackstudents.blacknews.com), Black Excel
(www.blackexcel.org), Hispanic Scholarship Fund (www.hsf.net)

Pre-Registration for Upcoming Summer Classes
•

ACT Mini Prep Course - The ACT mini Prep course consists of 10 hours of classroom instruction
in math, grammar and writing. Writing and grammar is covered in the first half of the course, and
math is covered during the second half of the course. Students complete one practice ACT
test. [July 28 - August 1 M-F 5:30 - 6:30PM]: $40.00.

•

SAT Prep Course - The SAT Prep course consists of 24 hours of classroom instruction in math, grammar and writing. Writing and grammar is covered in the first half of the course, and math is covered during the second half of the
course. Students complete two practice SAT tests and six essays. [August 23 - September 27, Sat 9:00 - 12 Noon]:
$75.00

•

Science Sleuth - Be a junior CSI agent and participate in “whodunit” themed science activities and learn how to be a
crime solver by exploring the world of the forensic scientist. Participate in hours of fun-filled science activities in
our Science Sleuth Program. Child must be able to read and write at a kindergarten level to enroll. [July 7– July 12
Mon-Fri 10:00am-11:00am ]$30.00. For more information on all summer programs, visit crossroadsacademics.com

Parents Corner: NCAA Rule Change may impact
my student-athlete. What should I do?
Effective August 1, 2015, high school athletes wanting to play NCAA Division I sports will have to start
hitting the books harder to meet stringent academic standards recently adopted by the NCAA. The new
initial eligibility requirement is a minimum core GPA of 2.3. The current requirement is 2.0. Students who only meet the
minimum core GPA will also need to score higher on the SAT or ACT. Currently, students with a core GPA of 2.5 need to
score at least 820 on the SAT (combined math and critical reading sections) to be eligible. Under the new plan, students
with a 2.5 core GPA will need a score of at least 1,000 (combined math and critical reading sections). This new requirement means that student who are hoping to play sports in college will need to balance sports and academics while in high
school. Here is what parents and students can do to prepare for the new requirements: 1) meet with your counselor to
determine if you are taking college ready courses, 2) annually, obtain a copy of your transcript to check both GPA and
class rank, and 3) take the SAT / ACT early to raise your score. For more information on the new NCAA requirements,
please visit the NCAA eligibility center at www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org
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Crossroads in the Community
with Dallas 411 Reality Radio
Crossroads Academics was
a featured guest on Café
Conversations with Lady
D., Mr. Ryte and May Gay,
a segment on 411 Reality
Radio.
During the interview Lady
D, Mr. Ryte and May Gay
discussed the services Crossroads Academics provides to families in the
Dallas-Forth Worth area. Listeners asked questions about the State of
Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) and the requirements
for 5th and 8th graders. Listeners also asked questions about the new
NCAA Division 1 requirements that go into effect on August 1, 2015. Lady
D, Mr. Ryte and May Gay reflected on their experiences growing up where
all you needed was to be able to be a great athlete. Lastly, we discussed the
changes needed in education to make students successful. Crossroads indicated that parental involvement and
student accountability are keys to a
students success. For more information on 411 Reality Radio visit411realityradio.com.

Crossroads in the Community at the
Garland NAACP Education Forum and
College Preparation Day
In November 2013, Crossroads Academics presented at the Garland Chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Education Forum and College
Preparation Day. The Education Forum and College Preparation Day was designed for students
and parents to obtain information on college entrance exams, Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID), National Honor Society,
PSAT, Academic Decathlon, National Forensics,
other school district opportunities for students.
Crossroads presented a session entitled, “How to
Prepare Your Athlete for College Recruiters”. The session was designed to prepare both students and parent for the
new NCAA requirements which take effect in August 2015 and to equip parents with things they can do to ensure their
child remains eligible for collegiate sports. Crossroad also assisted the NAACP and Princeton Review in administering
the practice SAT test.
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Curry Jones

6th and 8th Grade Summer Math
Program—Pre Registration

Mariana Flores

Esbeida Jaimes

Joan Radicchi

Debra Hudson

Phone: (214) 771-8879
E-mail:
cjones@crossroadsacademics.com

Crossroads will continue the 6th and 8th Grade
Summer Math Program in 2014. This program,
which will run from June 21 through August 17,
2014, seeks to provides upcoming 6th and 8th
grade students the opportunity to get ahead academically. The objectives of the program are: 1) to
build/enhance math skills from the 5th and 7th grade, and 2) to provide students with a structured summer math curriculum (based on the TEKs) to
gain confidence and success necessary to tackle 6th and 8th grade math. The
program provides students with:

•

4 hours a week of classroom instruction (STAAR based math problems)

•

Weekly online practice of skills to ensure 80% mastery or higher is
reached.

•

Chapter test and Practice STAAR diagnostic test given weekly.

At the conclusion of the summer program, these students will be provided
support throughout the academic year and will be tracked to ensure they are
successful in the classroom and on the STAAR exam. For more information
on all summer programs, visit crossroadsacademics.com.

2013-2014
Academic Scholars
The following students are being recognized for their hard
work during the first semester of the academic year.

Crossroads Presents at the
Texas Alliance of Black
School Educators
On February 8, 2014, Crossroads Academics presented
at the Texas Alliance of Black School Educators
(TABSE) Conference at the Gaylord Texas Convention
Center in Grapevine, Texas. TABSE, an affiliate of the
National Alliance of Black School Educators, hosted
workshops to promote and facilitate dialogue among
African American educators. Crossroads presented two
sessions at the 2014 TABSE conference which included,
“Preparing High School Athletes for College Sports
Coaches” and, “SAT verses ACT Which Test is the better
fit”. The TABSE conference spanned over 3 days an
included guest speakers such as Dr. Adolph Brown author of the book, “Real Talk” and Dr. Steve Perry featured in CNN’s Black in America, and author and host
of TVONE show, “Save My Son.”

Name

Grade

Vail Carter

3rd Grade

Accomplishments
All A’s
(Pullen Elementary, Rockwall)

Caradee Gomez

12th Grade

Graduation
(Home School, Rockwall)

Taylor Jones

5th Grade

All A’s
(Watson Technology, Garland)

Blake Manuel

6th Grade

B Math
(Brandenburg, Garland)

Christopher Garcia

7th Grade

B Math
(Schrade, Garland)

Harrison Manuel

8th Grade

A Math
( Coyle, Garland)

Jordyn White

8th Grade

B Math
(Rockwall Christian, Rockwall)

Shelbie Mayo

9th Grade

B-Algebra I
(Sachse, Garland)

Brittany Lawler

11th Grade

B-Algebra II, B– Physics
(Sachse, Garland)

Denzel Mayo

11th Grade

B-Physics
(Sachse, Garland)

Kent Myers

12th Grade

B-Pre-Calculus
(Sachse, Garland)
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